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of the race. Xegro leaders were organized into
councils of the League or into Union Republi-
can Clubs. Over the South went the organizers,
until by 1868 the last negroes were gathered into
the fold.

The native whites did not all desert the Union
League when the negroes were brought in.   Where
the blacks were most numerous the desertion of
whites was general, but in the regions where they
were few some of the whites remained for several
years.   The elections of 1868 showed a falling off
of the while radical vote from that of 1867, one
measure of the extent of loss of whites.   Prom this
time forward the order consisted mainly of blacks
with enough whites for leaders.   In the Black Belt
the membership of native whites was discouraged
by requiring an oath to the effect that secession
was treason.    The carpetbagger had found that he
couM control the negro without the help of the
scalawag.   The League organization was soon ex-
tended and centralized; in every black district
there was a Council; for the State there was a
Grand Council; and for the United States there
was a National Grand Council with headquarters
in New York City.

The influence of the League over the negro was